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Solid Concepts Announces the Availability of TrueCast Tooling

VALENCIA, CA: July 15, 1996—Solid Concepts Inc. announced today that they are
accepting orders for their proprietary TrueCast epoxy tooling. Developed by the
Company’s Advanced Technology Center, TrueCast epoxy tooling can be used for
limited production runs in a wide variety of thermoplastic materials without the
time and expense of CNC aluminum or steel tooling.

"TrueCast tooling is a very exciting breakthrough," said Joe Allison, president of
Solid Concepts. "It fills an important gap in the product development and
manufacturing process. While traditional rapid prototypes and soft tooling are great
for producing small quantities of parts in limited materials, manufacturers often
need larger quantities in true engineering materials. With TrueCast, we can now
provide customers with hundreds of prototypes, in a wide range of materials."

TrueCast epoxy tools are created from stereolithograpy patterns using a proprietary
process developed by Solid Concepts. Using this process, it is possible to create
tooling that can be used on common injection molding equipment to make parts
from a wide range of thermoplastics. Traditional methods of creating this type of
tooling would require weeks of effort and may cost tens of thousands of dollars.
TrueCast tools can also be used for wax patterns for investment casting.

According to Allison, manufacturers around the world are seeking ways to reduce
the time it takes to get new products to market. "In some industries, such as
computers and consumer electronics, product life is measured in months instead of
years. The ability to create prototypes and limited production parts in the right
materials, without waiting months for tooling, can have an immediate and direct
impact on profits and market share," said Allison.

Founded in 1991, Solid Concepts supplies rapid prototyping, direct digital manufacturing,
tooling and injection molding services. Solid Concepts has grown steadily to a five-facility,
multiple technology company known to be a solutions provider with project management
and engineering expertise. Capabilities in Polylet™ high precision 3D printing,
Stereolithography (SLA) models and patterns, HDSL (High Definition Stereolithography),
Selective Laser Sintering (SLS), Direct Digital Manufacturing, CNC models and patterns, and
QuantumCast™ advanced urethane castings, allows for low-volume production of plastic,
urethane, and metal components directly from design data, resulting in significant time and
cost savings. Capabilities in tooling and injection molding make Solid Concepts a one-stop
source to bring concepts from prototype to finished product ready for market. ISO 9001:2008
and AS9100 Rev. B certified.
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